
DARINGYAN* AQUATIC PARK 
A Proposal for Aquatic Park for South Sydney 

Where Planes meet Cranes 
 
 

Draft Community CONCEPT Plan of Management for Botany Beach and Penrhyn 
Estuary, by Botany Bay Explorers. 

 

 
*Daringyan is the ‘Sydney’ name for stingray, as listed in Macquarie Aboriginal Words 

1994, page 70.  Cook’s original name for Botany Bay was Stingrays Bay. 
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INTRODUCTION 
 
Botany Bay is recognised as an area of national significance for its history, its 
marine and birdlife, for the major industrial complexes which hug its shoreline 
and extend into its waters and increasingly for its health and recreational value to 
the 10 percent of Australians who live within its catchment. 
 
The area proposed includes Penrhyn Estuary which is home to a variety of birds, 
some of which are protected under international agreements, and Botany Beach. 
The area is located between  Sydney Airport and Port Botany. 
 
This Aquatic Park will: 

➢ provide water-based recreation for the growing population of South 
Sydney centred around Green Square(see map attached), and also from 
areas linked by the M5 east, as well as for the population working In Port 
Botany, Mascot, Banksmeadow, Matraville and Botany; 

 
➢ serve as an educational and tourist centre, with particular emphasis on 

Aboriginal culture; 
 

➢ enhance conservation measures in Botany Bay affecting the catchment; 
 

➢ act as a buffer between Sydney Airport and Port Botany.  No major city in 
the world has its premier airport and its major container port so close 
together and within 10 minutes of its CBD. 

 
The creation of this park  will preserve important ecological, cultural and social 
values and create a unique tourist attraction and enable them to be enjoyed by 
the people of Sydney and NSW: 
 

Ecological: Botany Bay is highly significant for its marine and birdlife 
recognised under both Commonwealth and State legislation. Creating this 
Aquatic Park will play an important role in maintaining the long-term biodiversity 
of Botany Bay. 
 

Cultural:  Botany Bay is a sacred site for both white and black Australia.  This 
site can capture the meeting of two peoples in parallel with the meeting of nature 
and industry.  It is proposed that  a boatshed bush tucker café with art/crafts 
gallery and tour and visitor facilities as well as paddle-boat/fishing boat hire (for 
lease by an Aboriginal operator) be incorporated.  
 

Social:  
❑ The beach has spectacular views of natural sites such as the Botany Bay 

heads, historic sites such as Captain Cook’s Landing,  and provides 
intimate views of aircraft take-offs and landings as well as the Port Botany 
skyline.   



 
❑ Penrhyn Estuary is excellent for birdwatchers.   

 
 
❑ Because the area is low-lying the waterfront allows easy access for those 

with mobility problems.  With a boardwalk extending from the Beach and 
around to a viewing platform at Penrhyn Estuary this would provide an 
excellent Wheelchair Nature Walk  only 10 minutes from the centre of 
Sydney.    

 
❑ This is also an excellent family beach providing both easy access for 

canoeing and paddleboats and wading and naturewatching and plane-
spotting. 

 
❑ Providing safe passage via Bus, Ferry, Bicycle and Car.  Recognising the 

importance of Foreshore Drive as a major Gateway to Sydney road and 
renaming it appropriately.  A suitable name to complement Captain Cook 
drive on the south could be Gallipoli Drive. 

 
PROPOSED USAGE (see map following page) 
Transport implications 
 

❑ The area is easily accessed from the inner Sydney suburbs of South 
Sydney as well as from the South West.  Buses could run past the area 
as they already pass en route to the Port Botany depot.   

❑ Cycleways could run from Green Square along Botany Road and through 
Sir Joseph Banks Park.   

❑ Parking could be significantly increased by redesigning Foreshore Drive.  
The dangerous speed limit should be lowered to 50km, consistent with 
what is expected in a recreational. area so close to the city centre.  If 
reduced from 90km to 50km the journey takes less than 2 minutes longer.  
Insignificant compared to the risks and harassment now experienced by 
cyclists, wheelchair users, pedestrians and small car users on this 
roadway.  

❑  A ferry service link to Kurnell and other points around Botany Bay would 
support low impact tourist/recreation pursuits, be consistent with policies 
for reducing dependence on cars and provide parity with ferry users on 
Sydney Harbour.  (Note:  the Ferry Service plans for Botany Bay National 
Park, Kurnell, currently on exhibition.) 

 
The area would add a unique Tourist attraction within 10 minutes of the 
Sydney CBD. 
 

➢ Boating:   Ramp and Jetty already established at Penrhyn Estuary for 
general use, supplement with paddle boat and small craft hire from a 
Boatshed to be managed by Aboriginal staff.  



 
➢ Guided Tours(walking & canoes):  Aboriginal tour guides for interpretation 

eg. Botany Bay history, birdlife at Penrhyn Estuary. 
 

➢ Links with visitors’ centers at Port Botany and Airport to provide 
comprehensive interpretation of the natural and industrial environment. 

 
➢ Windsurfing, Kite-Surfing, Paddleboats, Canoeing 

 
➢ Fishing 

 
➢ Plane-spotting 

 
➢ Bush-Tucker café and aboriginal arts/crafts.  Roof in shape of giant 

Stingray visible from air as planes land. 
 

➢ Birdwatching at Penrhyn – this is a critical site  for both migratory and 
over-wintering shorebirds in Botany Bay, accommodating over 37 
shorebird species, 14 of which are migratory waders nominated under 
JAMBA and CAMBA, the bilateral agreements that commit the 
governments of Australia, Japan and China to protect endangered and 
migratory bird species listed in the agreements. The extensive mudflats of 
the estuary, especially during high tide, provide essential foraging habitat 
for up to 34 species of shorebird. 32 species have also been recorded 
roosting on the sandflats of the western side. It is one of the two roost 
sites for the Double-banded Plover, and is an important staging area for 
up to 80 endangered Little Terns. It also has Sanderlings, Terek 
Sandpipers and Pied Oystercatchers, all of which are classified as 
vulnerable under Schedule 2 of the NSW Threatened Species Act. 

The NSW State Government is responsible for the area and for Sydney Ports at 
Port Botany.  Sydney Airport is privately owned.  The NSW State Government 
has supported measures to significantly increase the population of Southern 
Sydney  

through the Southern Sydney Development Corporation.The redevelopment of 
the Green Square Town Centre is vital to the regeneration of the Growth Centre, 
and has been flagged by the Premier as a primary post-Olympic project.  (from, 
www.greensquare.com.au) 

http://www.greensquare.com.au/maps/green.asp


 (map at www.greensquare.com.au)       Cycleway direct along Botany Road and through Sir Joseph Banks Park 

                                
 

CONCLUSION 
This plan provides the opportunity for a UNIQUE PROJECT to be managed 
collectively by the Community, Sydney Airport, Sydney Ports, and the South 
Sydney Development Corporation as well as other stakeholders  to showcase 
sound long-term planning practices which incorporate major industrial 
developments together with recreation in a natural environment.  It has been 
recognized that the delicate ecology of Botany Bay is under threat.  As part of the 
project remediation measures would need to be put in place to guarantee the 
environmental integrity of the area. This project would provide an opportunity for 
the major industries that have profited from Botany Bay to work cooperatively for 
present and future generations and in so doing secure their own futures. 
Protecting our future together. 
 
 
 
Attachments:   Photographs and Map showing usage. 
 
 
 



 (map at www.greensquare.com.au)   


