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The District’s freight routes, particularly from Australia’s international gateways of Sydney Airport and Port Botany,
will be protected to improve the efficiency of international trade. Industrial and urban services land will be protected
from residential encroachment.
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urban renewal opportunities that leverage potential future mass transit to Malabar, Maroubra, La Perouse and Port
Botany.
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Eastern City District has the highest proportion of knowledge and professional services workers in Greater Sydney.
Approximately 62 per cent of the population have achieved a tertiary qualification, one of the highest proportions in
Greater Sydney.10 It also has the largest number of start-ups attracted to locations like Pyrmont, Ultimo, Surry Hills,
Redfern, Port Botany and Sydney Airport.
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A further 20 per cent of jobs are within the trade gateways and strategic centres of Port Botany, Sydney Airport,
Burwood, Bondi Junction, Eastgardens-Maroubra Junction, Green Square-Mascot, Randwick and Rhodes (refer to
Figures 16 and 17).11
Map - no T3 – shows former Botany Beach
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Eastern Economic Corridor The Eastern Economic Corridor stretches from Macquarie Park, Chatswood, St Leonards
and the Harbour CBD to Green Square and the international trade and tourism gateways of Sydney Airport and Port
Botany. Its connection to an efficient and reliable public transport network that provides unprecedented access to
jobs and services is the Corridor’s primary competitive advantage.
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Planning Priority E9 Growing international trade gateways In giving effect to the draft Greater Sydney Region Plan,
this Planning Priority delivers on Objective 16: Freight and logistics network is competitive and efficient and their
corresponding strategies. Port Botany and Sydney Airport are trade gateways for the CBD and the nation. They play a
major role in supporting the Harbour CBD and the Eastern Economic Corridor. They generate significant
opportunities for employment and industry, and they distribute business resources and freight across Greater
Sydney, regional NSW and all other states. These essential economic gateways, their supporting industrial precincts
and essential transport connections and corridors must therefore be protected and given the support required for
growth…………..
Port Botany and Sydney Airport will to grow significantly − with the container traffic at Port Botany projected to
grow from 2.4 million to 8.4 million containers by 2050 and passenger trips at Sydney Airport forecast to grow from
39 million to 74 million passengers by 2033.
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Port Botany Port Botany contains one of Australia’s major land and sea freight gateways and is Australia’s second
largest container port. The precinct distributes import trade across Australia and provides local producers with
access to world markets. The industrial-zoned precincts within the port provide jobs mainly in transport, postal and
warehousing, manufacturing and wholesale trade sectors. The freight and container handling function of
surrounding industrial zoned land is being eroded through subdivision of blocks to less than two hectares, residential
encroachment and an increasing share of knowledge-intensive jobs. This encroachment undermines the economic
strength of the precinct. Strong protection and planning for port growth and change is required to stem this loss.
The NSW Department of Planning and Environment is reviewing planning controls for land surrounding Port
Botany to enable continued operation and to minimise conflicts with sensitive land uses. In addition, improved
planning for buffer zones around the precinct is required.
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Freight movements Port Botany is the freight hub for the State and is a major focus of the NSW freight network.
Freight moves between the gateways of Sydney Airport and Port Botany to Sydenham, the Cooks River Intermodal
Terminal, the Enfield Intermodal Logistics Centre and Glebe Island-White Bay. In addition, the Eastern City District
has the highest concentration of parcel deliveries across Greater Sydney. The Sydney Airport curfew and the
consequent timing of parcel deliveries and collections often coincides with the morning and evening peaks,
intensifying peak traffic congestion.
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Freight-related initiatives include:
• NSW Cargo Movement Coordination Centre • WestConnex • Port Botany Rail Line duplication • Sydney Airport
road upgrades. • Western Harbour Tunnel & Beaches Link.
As the Eastern City District grows, the need for freight movements, particularly delivery vehicles, will rise. Freight
movements can have negative impacts on the amenity of neighbourhoods, such as noise and additional congestion
on roads, particularly during the morning peak. Freight movements outside of peak times can help reduce
congestion, greenhouse gas emissions and freight costs. The planning and design of communities should take a
balanced approach to minimising the negative impacts of freight movements, and support more efficient freight
movements. This could include considering how development addresses busy roads, the siting of loading docks and
how more freight movements can take place out of peak hours.
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Green Square-Mascot is a significant centre for the District and a supporting centre for the nearby Harbour CBD, Port
Botany and Sydney Airport. It is undergoing major urban renewal from a predominantly industrial area to one of
increased residential use. The commercial office market has reduced from 400,000 to 200,000 square metres since
2014.27 The centre has low tenant turnover, reflective of affordable rents and access to other major centres. The
centre would benefit from improved links to address growing congestion and to improve access to Sydney Airport
and Port Botany and to other employment centres.
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Industrial and urban services land in the Eastern City District provides cost competitive and welllocated land for
industries and services that support businesses in the Harbour CBD, other centres and Greater Sydney’s two existing
international trade gateways of Port Botany and Sydney Airport.

85

Industrial land supply The Eastern City District has 1,450 hectares of industrial and urban services land, spread over
58 separate precincts (refer to Figure 23).29 This represents 11 per cent of Greater Sydney’s total stock of industrial
and urban services land. About three per cent (45 hectares) is undeveloped, and the District has record low vacancy
rates of four per cent, indicating strong demand for this land. This land contributed approximately $15.4 billion or six
per cent to NSW Gross Domestic Product in 2015.30 It also accommodated approximately 123,000 jobs (15 per cent
of jobs) in the District.31 The largest industrial and urban services precincts in the Eastern City District are listed in
Table 4. These precincts are clustered around the trade gateways of Port Botany and Sydney Airport/Mascot, with
large tracts at South Strathfield/Enfield and Alexandria. The remaining precincts in the District, while relatively small,
account for approximately 32 per cent of the total industrial and urban land are essential areas for the location of
urban services growth. Outside the Harbour CBD, Mascot, Alexandria and Botany are the most significant
employment precincts in the District in terms of job generation. Managing industrial and urban services land While
industrial activity and urban services remain important, the nature of this economic sector is changing, with
emerging technologies and new industries with different requirements. Industrial land is evolving from traditional
industrial and manufacturing lands, and freight and logistics hubs, into complex employment lands. This trend is
consistent with other parts of Greater Sydney, particularly east of Parramatta. The District is home to one of
Australia’s busiest container terminals which is forecast to grow from the current annual container volume of 2.4
million to 8 million. It also contains half of Greater Sydney’s existing container intermodal facilities, a freight rail
network and extensive private lands that support import and export activities. For these logistics industries to thrive,
and for Greater Sydney to be a primary choice for national and international logistics businesses, access to sites over
two hectares is essential.
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Industrial and urban services land in the Eastern City District is highly constrained due to the development of
residential dwellings and large-scale retail, which are higher-return land uses, and the lack of opportunities for new
supply. There is strong competition for space from non-urban services industries that seek proximity to Sydney
Airport, Port Botany, the Harbour CBD and health and education precincts. While these businesses must be
supported in a service-oriented modern economy, capacity for industrial and essential urban services must continue
to be protected. Therefore existing industrial and urban services land needs to be protected from conversion to
residential and mixed use development and must be managed to accommodate businesses supporting the local
economy and serving the local population.
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