
Port Botany Expansion 
Community Consultative Committee 

Minutes 
 

Date: 22 November, 2011 
Meeting number: 37  

Attendees:  
Roberta Ryan – Chairperson   
Neil Melvin – Community Representative 
John Burgess – Community Representative  
Nancy Hillier – Community  Representative  
Quentin Pitts – Baulderstone   
Michael Burden - Baudlerstone 
Vanessa Tiernan – Baulderstone 
Marika Calfas – Sydney Ports Corporation 
Shane Hobday – Sydney Ports Corporation 
Peter Engelen – Sydney Ports Corporation 
Sandra Spate – Minutetaker 

Apologies: Paul Pickering – Community Representative, Steven Poulton – City of Botany Bay Council, 
Ryan Smith – Sydney International Container Terminal Ltd 

 

Item Issue Action By whom When 

1 Welcome and apologies    

 Apologies were received and Michael 
Burden from Baulderstone was introduced 
to the CCC. 

   

2 Accept minutes of last meeting 
 

   

2.1 The minutes from the last meeting were 
accepted.  

   

2.2 Actions arising from the last meeting 
SH reported on action 3.6 regarding the 
timing for the rail noise abatement group. 
The condition of approval B2.28 requires 
that Railcorp establish a working group prior 
to operation of the development. The Rail 
Noise Working Group shall address all 
associated rail noise issues and shall 
include Railcorp, ARTC, SPC, DOP, 
relevant councils and representatives of the 
Community Consultative Committee. It is 
required to consult with relevant regulatory 
authorities. As operation is expected to be 
early to mid 2013 the Group will be 
established prior to then.   
Actions 3.8 regarding architects’ plans for 

   



the noise wall will be discussed later in the 
agenda and 3.13 held over as a 
representative from SITCL is not in 
attendance.  
Regarding item 5.3, SH advised that an 
advertorial appeared in the Southern 
Courier on 1 November 2011 (copy sent to 
CCC members on 28 October 2011) 
providing an update on Port Botany 
Expansion Project including advising of the 
opening of  the Penrhyn Estuary lookout. 
This was the last of the community facilities 
to be completed. The advertorial  provided 
an update  on all components of the project 
including the Banksia St overpass, grade 
separation works and the shared 
pedestrian/ cycle path. 

3 Update on construction and activities 
 

   

3.1 Grade Separation Works 
Presentation by Baulderstone (MB)   
Foundations for the deck of the elevated 
roundabout are under construction. 
The ramps from the main deck to port areas 
are proceeding well. 
Bridge girders will arrive on site in 
December for the crossing of the railway. 
This will involve some nightworks.   
Work has commenced on the Patricks ramp. 
Interface with Foreshore Road has almost 
been completed, with no further work here 
expected till about May next year.  

   

 Questions and discussion 
 

   

3.2 NH asked whether any problems are 
envisaged.  
MB replied that none are expected. The 
team for the project has been working 
together for long time. 

   

4 Environmental monitoring monthly 
reports  
 

   

4.1 Presentation by Baulderstone (QP)  
Monthly Environmental Monitoring Reports 
for August, September and October were 
tabled at the meeting and a summary 

   



distributed and presented.  
The first independent environmental audit 
for Grade Separation Works went well.  
The main reclamation area was handed 
back to SPC in June and SITCL is 
proceeding with the terminal construction.  
Dust, noise and water monitoring is still 
routinely undertaken.  
There have been no problems with acid 
sulphate soil but this continues to be 
monitored.  
There have been no dust complaints due to 
grade separation works. However, sampling 
at the monitor at the golf course indicated 
an elevated level on 18 September due to 
high winds, but this was not a non 
conformance.  
There have been no noise complaints, and 
noise monitoring indicates the works can’t 
be heard in residential areas.  
There have been no odour issues, and 
waste management issues have been well 
handled. 
Water quality monitoring has not been 
required in the last three months.  

 Questions and discussion 
 

   

4.2 NH asked how long would there be a 
potential for dust issues to arise.  
PE reported that the terminal site would 
remain as it is till about May when 
construction works would likely begin. 
Grassing and paving for Terminal 3 would 
be towards the end of next year 

   

4.3  There was some discussion around the 
potential for the AMCOR paper mill under 
construction across the road from Port to act 
as a noise barrier.  
Some members expressed surprise at the 
size of this development.  

   

5 Update on communication activities 
including complaints 
 

   

5.1 Presentation by Baulderstone/SPC (VT) 
The complaints report for the previous 3 
months was distributed to the meeting.  

   



VT reported that one issue carried over from 
the previous meeting was a dust complaint 
from a property in Botany. SH and PE 
visited the property. The graph noted three 
activities as a result of this one event.  
SH reported the main concern was due to 
residents wanting to paint the property, and 
were worried that a dust storm would affect 
their preparations. 
The Office of Environment and Heritage 
requested a report arising from the dust 
issues on 18 September, as they had 
received a couple of complaints.  
The Southerly was in excess of 40 knots 
across site and much stronger than was 
predicted. Therefore preventative measures 
of wetting down roads hadn’t been 
undertaken. Recoating of dust suppressant 
had only just started. Dust had come from 
the Terminal 3 site. There is 60 hectares of 
exposed sand. The site has now been re 
coated with dust suppressant, and a more 
proactive approach adopted regarding 
forecasts and wetting down areas.  
PE reported that the dust suppressant is a 
bitumen material on sand which deteriorates 
over time. This recoating will be inspected 
regularly and repeated every 3 months until 
May next year when construction 
commences. Construction activities will be 
controlled by the contractor.  

 Questions and Discussion 
 

   

5.2 JB reported on discussion from the 
Neighbourhood Liaison Group meeting, 
where it was noted that 35 responses 
complaining about beeper noises from the 
Port were registered on a blog site. He 
suggested a need to broaden the process 
around communications as these responses 
are not registered as complaints. While 
news bulletins and post outs have gone out, 
the challenge is how to get responses. The 
formal complaints process isn’t capturing 
these. JB wrote to these people requesting 
they make formal complaints.  

   



SH suggested these complaints are more 
likely to be related to normal port operations 
in particular from forklifts, not construction 
related. Formal complaints haven’t come in 
from those on the blog site.  
JB noted that noise issues are from the Port 
in a total sense, not just operational. They 
could be both operational and construction 
related. The issue had come up in the early 
stages of the expansion. The local media 
and local members have taken it up looking 
for ways to address it. 
SH reported that SPC has taken it up with 
tenants asking if different measures other 
than beepers can be used to give the same 
warning. SPC is reporting back to the 
Minister and local members.  
VT reported that Baulderstone had 
previously changed work methods using 
quackers instead of beepers during 
construction activities.  

6 Banksia St Pedestrian Overpass 
 

   

6.1 SH reported the contract for work had been 
awarded to Abergeldie, and work started on 
the overpass in July. There had been 
challenges around location of services.  
Piling has finished in the last couple days. 
Part of Ellis Street had to be closed and 
communications were undertaken with 
residents and Council. 
The rest of the work involves pre-cast units. 
Completion is expected around February 
2012, so is about two months behind 
schedule. 
Seven complaints have been received as 
works are close to the residents, including 
noise complaints and clarification around 
working hours (which are standard 
construction hours). There is an 1800 
number. Complaints have also been 
received on the Port Botany number for 
ARTC works and these have also been 
followed up.  
SPC is managing complaints on behalf of 
the contractor. On occasions modified start 

   



times have been adopted on Saturday of a 
9.00am start instead of 8.00am when 
undertaking noisy works.  

 Questions and discussion 
 

   

6.2 NM asked whether residents are still able to 
use the crossing. 
SH replied that the level crossing is to be 
maintained till the overpass is finished. 
 

   

7 Commencement of SICTL construction 
works 
 

   

7.1 A presentation was given by PE.   
He reported that Sydney international 
Container Terminal Ltd is undertaking 
planning works and designs. These are 
expected to be finished around mid 
December when tenders will be sought. 
Construction is expected to commence in 
April next year.  
However, part of the early works is for a sub 
station to power the site. This will be taken 
out as an advanced work package to 
commence in February or March. This will 
take power from the existing substation.  
Plans for accessing the site via the terminal 
access bridge are yet to be finalized.  
Planning approval has been sought for 
some modifications, one being slightly 
higher building heights, and the other is 
regarding the stormwater system to the Bay. 
A better system is proposed than that 
approved in the EIS. The modification is 
being finalised and will go to the DoP in 
coming weeks.  
MC reported that permission is being sought 
for minor modifications in the form of a letter 
to the DoP in order to undertake the early 
works including putting in the substation for 
power connection and high voltage cables.. 
As they are not in a position to prepare the 
whole sweet of management plans for the 
site, SITCL is seeking an exemption for the 
sub station to be outside the Conditions of 
Approval. There will be construction 

SPC (SH) will 
circulate to the 
CCC a copy of 
the letter 
seeking 
approval for 
modification of 
Conditions of 
Approval for 
substation 
works.    
 

  



management plans specifically for those 
works.  
The CCC agreed to receive copies of the 
letter seeking modification and provide 
feedback to SPC.  

 Questions and discussion 
 

   

7.2 NH asked what the new substation would be 
connected to and whether it may affect the 
residential power supply. Is there any risk to 
the residential area? 
SH replied it would be connected to a 
recently completed substation in the port 
area near Caltex Banksmeadow Terminal. 
All these works are within the Port.  
MC noted the new substation was built to 
provide extra capacity to feed the Port, 
without which there would have been 
troubles with the electricity supply.  

   

7.3 Regarding item 3.8 from the previous 
meeting, a hard copy of representations of 
the noise barrier was tabled at the meeting. 
Copies will be provided to CCC members.  
Members should comment on these and the 
substation modification proposal within two 
weeks.  
MC noted that SPC has not yet endorsed 
SITCL’s proposal for the noise barrier.  
NH asked whether there would be any noise 
barrier for existing operations or only the 
expansion area. She asked what the timing 
was for the noise barrier.  
SH replied it is only for the expansion area. 
The new paper mill may provide some 
protection from Patricks operations.  
MC replied it is required to be in place 
before operations commence which is 
expected to be early 2013.  
It is 2m solid and 2m transparent. 

SPC will forward 
CCC members 
copies of the 
noise wall 
drawings. 

  

7.4 QP asked when the contract for SITCL 
construction is expected to be awarded.  
PE replied that it will go to tender in mid 
December and a decision would be 
expected in March.  

   

7.5 JB noted a potential for a road linking Port 
Botany to the Southlands, which would 

   



enhance traffic flow in the area by taking 
trucks from local roads. This depends on 
Orica’s plans for the area. 

8 Other Matters/next meeting 
 

   

8.1 Update on long term environmental 
monitoring  
 
MC reported that expressions of interest 
had been called for monitoring of water 
quality, seagrass, benthos, and shore birds. 
Tenders close this week and a tender will be 
awarded by the end of the year. SPC is to 
monitor for five years after construction 
finishes. 
There will be one contract for all these 
services, and sediment monitoring will be 
undertaking separately by SPC. 
QP reported a lot of shorebirds in the 
estuary today. 
MC noted that SPC is still undertaking 
shorebird monitoring, till contractors take 
over, and verbal advice is that there has 
been a significant increase in shorebirds 
compared to last season.  
More will be known about the success of the 
seagrass when contractors commence 
monitoring this, which should be in March or 
April. The last monitoring of the transplanted 
seagrass (posidinia) showed success two 
years after planting. The flushing channel 
and the area off the beach would be 
monitored for changes over time.  
The chair asked how monitoring results 
would be communicated to the community. 
MC noted that progress reports would be 
provided to the CCC after each activity and 
an annual report will be posted on the 
website.  
NH suggested a bigger effort had been 
made on planting on this site than 
previously. She said that there had been 
more understanding and effort put into 
environmental management.  

   

8.2 Progress and expectations of the CCC  
 

   



SH reported that the CCC is to remain in 
place till the completion of construction 
which will be early to mid 2013. Community 
consultation around operations will then 
move to the NLG. He thanked members on 
behalf of SPC for their contribution to date, 
and for the last 12 months. The Chair will be 
contacting members individually in coming 
weeks around future commitment to the 
CCC and to seek input on the conduct of the 
CCC.  
Meetings are expected to continue quarterly 
unless otherwise required.  
NH asked how the community members’ 
performance was regarded.  
SH thinks the CCC is working as SPC 
envisaged, listening to each other and 
working together to see what can be 
improved.  
JB suggested that the hard yards for the 
committee regarding construction may be in 
the past, with the challenge for the 
community around implications for future 
management of the site.  
The Chair noted that with substantial 
construction still to occur, the committee has 
an obligation to oversee Conditions of 
Approval and impacts on the community. 
Members should review their commitment to 
overseeing construction issues for the 
remaining period.   
NH suggested that while impacts are not 
envisaged, members need to be prepared to 
take their responsibilities seriously and 
provide input. 

8.3 NM asked about the progress of the DVD of 
the expansion.  
MC replied that all CCC members should be 
receiving copies shortly.  

   

8.4 There was some discussion around the 
proposed long term lease of Port Botany, 
and whether this would affect the role of the 
CCC.  
MC noted the function of the CCC would 
remain a Condition of Consent during 
construction.   

   



JB raised concerns regarding the 
community facilities and their future should 
the long term lease proceed. 

8.5 The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 
March 13, 2012.  

   

 

These minutes have been endorsed by the Chair, Roberta Ryan.  

 
 
 


