
Port Botany Expansion 
Community Consultative Committee 

Sydney Ports PBE Site Office 
3.30pm – 5.00pm  

Minutes 
 

Date: 23 August, 2011 
Meeting number: 36  

Attendees:  
Roberta Ryan (RR) – Chairperson   
John Burgess (JB) – Community Representative  
Nancy Hillier (NH) – Community  Representative  
Bronwyn Englaro (BE) – Randwick  City Council 
Steven Poulton (SP) – City of Botany Bay Council 
Daniel Banovic (DB) – Baulderstone    
Quentin Pitts (QP) – Baulderstone   
Vanessa Tiernan (VT) – Baulderstone 
Ryan Smith (RS) – Sydney International Container Terminal Ltd 
Peter Engelen (PE) – Sydney Ports Corporation  
Marika Calfas (MC) – Sydney Ports Corporation 
Shane Hobday (SH) – Sydney Ports Corporation 
Sandra Spate (SS) – Minutetaker 

Apologies: Mick Costelloe – Community Representative, Michael Kavanagh – Business Representative, 
Neil Melvin – Community Representative 
 

Not present: 

 

Item Issue Action By whom When 

1 Welcome and apologies    

 Apologies were received and introductions 
made.  

   

2 Accept minutes of last meeting 
The minutes from the 24 May meeting were 
accepted, with the only action for SPC to 
confirm when Hutchison (Sydney International 
Container Terminal Ltd) would attend the 
meeting. This will occur from this meeting.  

   

3 Update on construction and activities 
 

   

3.1 Handover of expansion area – SPC (PE)  
The expansion construction project was 
completed on June 17 at which time SPC 
received the site for management. 
Baulderstone is undertaking small rectification 
works.   
A Management Plan is in place with particular 

   



attention to dust control and bird control.  
Prior to handover, Baulderstone sprayed the 
entire area with a dust control agent. 
On August 1 two thirds of the site was handed 
to Sydney International Container Terminal 
(SICTL).   
The other third is still under SPC 
management and is intended to be leased to 
Patrick.  
There are daily site inspections and a water 
cart is on standby. Another layer of bitumen 
will be sprayed on around mid September, in 
conjunction with SICTL.  
RS explained that SICTL is a wholly owned 
subsidiary of Hutchison who are also 
developing Terminal 11 at Brisbane. They are 
the largest port operator worldwide, with 52 
terminals internationally. They will be the third 
operator here.  

 Questions and discussion 
 

   

3.2 PP asked whether there had been sand loss 
during bad weather, as he had noticed sand 
amongst rocks at the eastern revetment wall.  
PE replied that typically rain penetrates the 
dust proof layer and there has not been run 
off. Sand among rocks may be due to some 
spillage during excavation works at the 
estuary.  

   

3.3 Grade Separation Works – Baulderstone (DB) 
Work has been progressing, with work on two 
ramps at the roundabout expected to finish by 
the end of the year.  
Bridge works are commencing and expected 
to be finished around May next year. 
Grade Separation Works are expected to be 
completed by late September or early 
October 2012.  

   

 Questions and discussion 
 

   

3.4 PP asked where the fill for the works is taken 
from. 
DB replied it is from the stockpile located on 
the expansion area. 

   



 

3.5 Banksia Street – SPC (SH) 
As part of expansion project, SPC is required 
to provide an elevated pedestrian crossing 
over the freight line. The contract has been 
awarded to Abergeldie Construction. Service 
works have been completed and Abergeldie 
will commence bored piles next week.  
The target is to complete the bridge by the 
end of the calendar year 2011 and then hand 
the bridge over to Council. The existing level 
crossing remains open during construction 
and will be closed when the bridge opens. 

   

 Questions and discussion  
 

   

3.6 PP asked whether there would be sound 
abatement measures where existing houses 
are located. He noted that there will be a lot of 
train movements, with the Botany marshalling 
yard at the end.  
SH replied this will be a matter for Transport 
for NSW and/or ARTC. However, there is a 
requirement for SPC to set up a rail noise 
abatement group. Providing the bridge will 
eliminate some noise as it eliminates the 
need for trains to sound the horn and slow 
down at the crossing then speed up. Over 
time though there will be an increase in the 
number of trains.  

SPC will report 
back to the 
CCC on the 
timing for the 
establishment 
of the rail 
noise 
abatement 
group, and 
provide details 
of 
requirements 
around this.  

SPC (SH, 
MC) 

 

3.7 Sydney International Container Terminal 
Works – SICTL (RS)  
The site was handed over to SICTL on 
August 1. A Management Plan is in place, 
and SICTL will work with Ports to manage 
environmental issues across the site.  
Designs which commenced at the beginning 
of the year have progressed through the 
Concept Design stage to 75% design. They 
are expected to be finished by the end of 
September. Tenders will be sought in 
October, and hopefully work will commence in 
January 2012.  
Work will be staged over three phases.   
Initial construction will be construction of the 
roundabout and truck marshalling yard.  
A workshop will be built to service equipment 

   



and a three storey operations building with a 
car park.  
Phase 1 will develop two rail sidings with a 
potential for four rail sidings.  
A noise wall will be constructed round the port 
and landscaping for that will look to match the 
local habitat.  
Plans will need to come to CCC for review. It 
is hoped to have the principal contractor in 
place by January, as well as an 
Environmental Management Plan. Minor 
works, which can be undertaken under 
existing Environmental Management Plans 
include electrical conduits and possibly the 
main substation.  
SICTL will be lodging minor modifications with 
the DoP regarding building heights and their 
location. Another change is to change the 
technique for storm water treatment, which is 
to be lodged with the EPA.  

 Questions and discussion 
 

   

3.8 NH asked what the height of the noise wall 
will be and what it will be made from.  
RS replied it would steel poles and panels 
MC replied that a Consent Conditions was for 
it to be 4m around the terminal section, with 
the bottom 2m solid and the top 2m 
transparent.  

RS to bring 
architect plans 
for the noise 
wall to the 
next meeting.  

SITCL  

3.9 PP asked whether there is an area for tugs on 
site. The tug berth area at the northern end of 
the expansion is outside the SICTL lease 
area and managed by SPC.  

   

3.10 PE noted cranes along the wharf will be lower 
than the existing cranes at Port, from 70m 
down to 50m due to the proximity to the 
Airport..  

   

3.11 SH asked about construction traffic.  
RS replied the contractor will develop a Traffic 
Management Plan, but the intention is for 
construction traffic to come on to site via the 
new access bridge. Current hours of work and 
noise limits will apply to the site. Truck 
movements will be mostly during the day and 
SICTL will work with the RTA.   

   



 

3.12 PE noted that the types of work to be 
undertaken should not be as intrusive as for 
the port construction. 
RS reported that there would be some piling 
works, but they are expected to involve 
substantially less noise that the previous 
piling works. An option also exists to erect the 
noise wall early. 

   

3.13 The chair asked what the intended role for the 
CCC will be.  
SH replied it is intended the CCC operate till 
all construction activity is complete, including 
SICTL and Patricks, then to be absorbed into 
the Neighbourhood Liaison Group. 
Construction Management Plans would come 
before the group and there will be opportunity 
for comment.  
The chair requested that materials be 
provided to the committee in advance of 
meetings wherever possible. RR noted 
requirements of some members for hard copy 
and some electronic.  

SICTL to 
provide 
documents to 
the committee 
in advance of 
meetings 
wherever 
possible.  

SITCL  

3.14 JB asked whether Patricks work could occur 
at the same time as SICTL, as this would be 
preferable.  
SH reported that terms are still being 
negotiated with Patricks, but truck access for 
SICTL would be across the bridge, and 
Patricks via Penrhyn Rd.  

   

3.15 BE asked where the community could go to 
find detail of construction, hours of operation 
etc and who is responsible for what on site. 
The community needs to be informed.  
RS reported that they are looking to set up a 
specific website, and the contractor will be 
responsible for distributing information to the 
community e.g. through leaflets etc.  
VT noted the 1800 number is still active, with 
prompts being given for issues relating to the 
expansion; Banksia St; or Grade Separation. 
All calls go to either herself or SH.  

   

3.16 PP asked whether a more permanent 
structure is being considered for security at 
the boatramp, as the presence of the guard 
seems to be working. He also asked whether 

   



wheels are still being considered on the 
pontoons.  
SH replied a small hut is being planned.  
JB has had no report of incidents. On the 
wheels for the pontoons, he suggested there 
is a general feeling it is not a good idea as 
they could do serious damage to vessels.  

4 Environmental monitoring monthly reports  
 

   

4.1 Presentation by Baulderstone (QP) 
A summary for May, June and July 2011 was 
presented.  
Environmental programs and monitoring for 
the PBE were completed in May.  
Routine dust, noise and water monitoring will 
continue for the Grade Separation Works. 
Acid Sulphate Soils proved not to be an issue.  
There have been no dust exceedances, 
except one at the Botany Golf Course which 
appeared unrelated to construction.   
There have been no dust issues associated 
with Grade Separation.  
No noise issues occurred over the period. 
Saltmarsh continues to be successful.  
The last Seagrass monitoring occurred in 
April. SPC will continue to monitor both 
Saltmarsh and Seagrass.  
With the end of the shorebird migration 
period, numbers have decreased over the 
past 3 months.  
There were no issues with water quality or 
waste management.  
QP reported the seal has returned to the 
reclamation area.  
SH reported that two weekends ago there 
were a couple of whales in the bay, including 
inside Brotherson Dock.  

   

 Questions and discussion 
 

   

4.2 NH asked who monitoring results go to, as the 
Port Botany NLG committee doesn’t know 
anything of the saltmarsh or seagrass 
plantings.  
SH replied that after the CCC ceases, results 
will go to the Neighbourhood Liaison Group.  
JB asked when the next monitoring of 

SPC to 
provide an 
update on 
environmental 
monitoring to 
the NLG.  

SPC  



seagrass would occur. He suggested that 
while other aspects have been successful 
seagrass has been less so.  
MC replied that SPC is to undertake a long 
term environmental monitoring program of the 
Penrhyn Estuary and Foreshore Beach, from 
5 to 7 years which will include water quality, 
saltmarsh, seagrass, Benthos and shorebirds. 
SPC is in the process finalizing tendering 
documents for a contractor. The post 
construction phase of monitoring will hopefully 
start in Spring. SPC has undertaken shorebird 
monitoring in addition to Baulderstone. A 
report of the last 12 months will be made 
available when completed. The status of sea 
grass will cover reference sites and compare 
this site to changes in the Bay more 
generally. The key target was to grow 
seagrass in the flushing channel, which has 
been done and replanting of the Posidonia 
species to Quibray Bay has been successful. 
The Saltmarsh planting has been the largest 
undertaken world wide.  

4.3 BE reported that Council and the community 
are lobbying the Catchment Management 
Authority to install a water quality monitoring 
buoy on the north side of the Bay, as well as 
existing locations. She suggested that SPC 
may be able to work with the CMA on this to 
achieve common objectives, as it would be 
good to see what is happening in the Bay. 
Data can be obtained on the Sydney 
Metropolitan Catchment Authority Website, 
under the Botany Bay project.  
http://www.sydney.cma.nsw.gov.au/bbcci/ 
MC indicated SPC would be happy to look at 
this.  

   

4.4 NH commended the contractors on the 
environmental management of the project, 
noting the improvement since the construction 
of the original Port area.  

   



 

5 Update on communication activities 
including complaints 
 

   

5.1 Presentation by Baulderstone and SPC (VT) 
Two complaints have been received, one 
regarding night noise from the port and a 
dust complaint from Patricks which was dealt 
with by water trucks.  

   

 Questions and Discussion 
 

   

5.2 BE asked whether night time noise 
complaints are referred to the EPA. She 
suggested it would be desirable for a long 
term record to be kept.  
VT replied they are when associated with 
project activities.  
SH noted that operational complaints aren’t 
routinely referred, but SPC actively 
investigates them at the time. SPC doesn’t 
carry out operations, and licenses and 
equipment are held by the stevedores who 
are responsible to Council and relevant 
agencies. He noted a Mayoral Minute going 
to Randwick Council tonight regarding noise 
issues. SPC has a long term record of 
complaints which they are happy to share.  
VT noted all calls coming on the 1800 
number are recorded.  

   

5.3 PE asked when the bird viewing area will be 
open to the public. 
SH replied that it will be shortly, as 
construction works are complete.  
BE asked whether the media would be 
invited to the opening as the successes 
would be a great story to get to the 
community. 
SPC advised that the approach to the 
opening is still being considered.   
 

SPC to advise 
the CCC and 
the community 
of the opening 
of the viewing 
area.  

SPC  

6 Other Matters/next meeting 
 

   



 

6.1 It is suggested the next meeting be held on 
November 22, 2011. TBC. 
It is request that SICTL circulate 
modifications for comment and the 
landscaping package associated with the 
noise wall to members prior to the meeting.  

SICTL to 
circulate 
modifications 
for comment, 
and 
landscaping 
plans to 
members prior 
to the next 
meeting.  

SICTL (RS)  

 

These minutes have been endorsed by the Chair, Roberta Ryan.  

 

 
 


