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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY  

Council has been approached by staff within the Faculty of Arts and Social 

Sciences at the University of New South Wales to establish an Annual Lecture to 

commemorate the life and work of Nancy Hillier OAM. It is recommended that 

Council support this initiative.  

Report  

Nancy’s contribution to the development of community based services and 

advocacy, to the interests of residents and to the protection of the environment in 

the City of Botany Bay was outstanding. Council’s Mayoral Minute of 25 

September 2103 noted her passing and cited her many achievements, among 

them being named as Botany’s Citizen of the Year and her OAM award in 2006 

for services to conservation and the environment in the Botany Bay area and 

local community. Nancy was also tireless in assisting academics and students, 

many from UNSW, in their research and teaching projects. To commemorate and 

acknowledge Nancy’s legacy, the UNSW have proposed the establishment of an 

Annual Lecture. The general theme of the Lecture would be community 

participation in the achievement of social objectives. The Lecture would also 

explore specific aspects of Nancy's inspirational legacy and for the first Lecture, 

a short film compilation of material on Nancy's community work would also be 

shown. The Lecture would be given by a young community leader to reflect 

Nancy’s great passion of ‘passing the baton’ to share the perspective of another 

generation of emerging leaders and activists. Consultation about the Lecture has 

included UNSW staff, the Deputy Mayor and General Manager, other 

community members, local Members of Parliament and importantly, Nancy’s 

family. The Nancy Hillier Lecture is envisaged as an annual event, co-sponsored 

by Botany Bay City Council and UNSW Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences 

(FASS). The Acting Dean of FASS has given in-principle agreement for a 
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continuing joint funding arrangement with Botany Bay City Council. The 

Inaugural Lecture is proposed for 10 August 2016 in the evening at NSW 

Parliament House Theatrette.  

 

Financial Implications  

The UNSW have proposed a budget of approximately $5,000 for 2016 with 

recurrent funding of approximately $3,500 for subsequent years. Expenditure 

includes venue hire, catering and modest promotional costs. The making of the 

short film is included in the proposed budget for 2016. There may also be the 

opportunity to offset the funding required from Council and UNSW as other 

donations are forthcoming. It is proposed that Council and the UNSW jointly 

fund the event. Council’s contribution in the first year would be $2,500 (to 

provide for the short film to be made) and in subsequent years would be limited 

to an amount of $2,000.  

Conclusion  

It is recommended that Council support the establishment of the Annual Nancy 

Hillier OAM Lecture series and provide funding in 2016 of $2,500 with funding 

in subsequent years to be a maximum of $2000.  

RECOMMENDATION THAT:  

1. Council support the establishment of the Annual Nancy Hillier OAM Lecture 

jointly with the UNSW.  

2. Commit $2,500 towards the Inaugural Lecture and commit an annual amount 

of $2,000 for future Lectures. 


