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Habitat for Green & Golden Bell Frogs 
  

Background 

Flora and Fauna Studies at Southlands 
Orica engaged URS Australia Pty Ltd to undertake desktop reviews of flora, fauna and heritage of 
Southlands in 2006, and performed a site survey of flora and fauna in July 2006. 
  
The investigations found that there are 63 flora species and 26 fauna species on site. None of them 
were listed as endangered under the Threatened Species Conservation Act (Cth) 1995 (TSC Act) or 
the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act (Cth) 1999 (EPBC Act). 
  
The studies also looked at fauna species that potentially use Southlands as habitat. Given its 
proximity to Botany Bay and Penrhyn Estuary, it was considered that the site potentially provides 
habitat to 4 threatened wetland bird species, and 8 threatened wader species. However, none of 
these species were spotted during the July 2006 survey, nor recorded during previous site surveys.  
  
The Green & Golden Bell Frog (GGBF) may also potentially use Southlands as habitat. The GGBF is 
listed as an endangered species under the TSC Act, and as a vulnerable species under the EPBC 
Act. Although no GGBF were spotted during the July 2006 survey, a previous study carried out by 
Biosphere Environmental Consultants in 1997 recorded these frogs on site. GGBF were also spotted 
in the Matraville area in 1992, upstream of Springvale Drain, which runs through Southlands. 
Additionally, GGBF were released from Taronga Zoo into the ponds at Sir Joseph Banks Park 
between 1996 and 1998. 
  
Targeted Surveys for GGBF 
Targeted surveys for GGBF were carried out by Biosphere Environmental Consultants in late 
January, early February, and late February 2007. Although no GGBF were found during these 
surveys, it was noted that Southlands potentially provides a breeding site and foraging habitat for the 
frog. Based on an assessment of the significance of the impact of potential habitat loss for the frogs at 
a local scale (the Seven Part Assessment of Significance under both the TSC Act and Environmental 
Planning and Assessment Act (NSW) 1979), Biosphere Environmental Consultants recommended the 
provision of habitat offset for the GGBF by creating two small perched ponds. 
 

 Habitat Offset for Green & Golden Bell Frogs 
Profile of Frog Ponds 
Orica has accepted the recommendation to provide two ponds for the GGBF. The proposed ponds 
need to have shelter zones and foraging vegetation around them. At times of high rainfall, the ponds 
are designed to allow overflow to Springvale Drain. 

 
Recommended Profile for the Frog Ponds 

 
The location of the proposed ponds and associated basking areas is shown on the Master Plan which 
can be found on our website: www.orica.com  
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